FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
EPIPHANY SUNDAY
NEW YEAR'S DAY
January 1st, 2023~9:30 A.M.

Welcome to Faith United Methodist Church. It is our heart and desire to
engage the community of Waseca with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, equip
those who respond to be the next generation of disciples of Jesus Christ and
empower them to go into the world as partners with God for the healing of
the world.

PRELUDE
GREETING/WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

In this Christmas season of great joy, we praise the Lord; for in mercy and abundant
steadfast love, God has become our Savior

Even in times of danger and threat, we praise God, who has set us free from fear and
death through Jesus Christ, the pioneer of our salvation. With all creation in the
midst of the congregation. We praise and put our trust in God alone.

UNISON PRAYER

Exalted God, even as the heavenly host sang of your glory in the night skies over
Bethlehem; even as the star shone in the heavens, and sheep and cattle gathered in
that light, so we gather, young and old together, to recount all that you have done
for us in mercy and steadfast love. No tyrant’s threat or deadly act can destroy the
dreams and visions you have placed within us, for you have drawn us close with all
creation, we praise you and exalt your name forever and ever Amen
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PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST

TIME FOR YOUNG METHODISTS AND FRIENDS
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PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER ....cc ettt e s e s e s Unison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kKingdom, the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

0, 0 ] 0 L UMH #95

OFFERING PRAYER

In this gifting season, O God, we are grateful for the gift of your dear Son, our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Receive, we pray, these offerings we bring. May they be used in the
service of your grace and truth dwelling among us. In Christ’s holy name we pray.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING.....cotereueereesrereesesssessessesssessessesssessessessesssessssssessessssssessessesssessssssesnes Janet Welch

Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth

and thick darkness the peoples,
but the Lord will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,

and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
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because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Psalm 72:1-7

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.

May he judge your people with righteousness
and your poor with justice.

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.

May he live while the sun endures

and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,

like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish

and peace abound, until the moon is no more.

This the Word of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God

SCRIPTURE READING....cccomurrmrsrismsssisisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens Rev. Jon Schultz

Ephesians 3:1-12

This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
gentiles, for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was
given me for you and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as [ wrote
above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of
the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the
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Spirit: that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given
me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ and to
make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all
things, so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance
with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have
access in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that [ may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another road.

MESSAGE.... st sss e s e Rev. Jon Schultz
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BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

REMEMBER OUR CHURCH FAMILIES IN YOUR PRAYERS...

Remember our church members & friends who are less mobile and are unable to join us as
often as they would like, including:

Colony Court: Joe Tollefson, Shirley Burdick

Janesville Nursing Home: Nina Youngberg

Lakeshore Inn: Leona Quast

Foxdale: Lucille Kubista

Benedictine Living Community: Chuck Youngberg

Traditions Assisted Living Owatonna: Ardella Draheim

Prayer Requests for Sunday: Sue Baldini, Tom Kuyper, Roger Groskreutz and family,
Gloria Rollag, Kara Ecoff, Tim Dahnert, Suzanne Saucier, Wilda Smith, the Buland Family,
government officials, health care workers, first responders, and those who are at risk and
most vulnerable to Covid-19, those who battle chronic illness and pain.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Due to printing and supply chain issues with our supplier, 2023 offering envelopes will
not arrive until later in January or February. Thank you for your patience as we wait for
them to be shipped. If you wish, you may use the envelopes in the backs of the pews until
the 2023 envelopes are available.

Also, to save on cost and waste, we ordered less envelopes than past years. If you are used
to having an envelope number that is higher than 75, you will receive a new number. We
will be assigning new numbers sometime in January, once we are sure final offerings for
2022 have been received.

Please note that Stacy True, Administrative Assistant, will be out of the office on Monday,
January 2 and Monday, January 16.




THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE...

01/01/2023 (Sun.) New Year's Day - Happy New Year!
Birthday Sunday
9:30 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Fellowship

01/02/2023 (Mon.)  Administrative Assistant Out of the Office

01/05/2023 (Thur.)  10:30 am - Bible Study

01/08/2023 (Sun.) 9:30 am - Worship Service
10:00 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Fellowship

*Lakeview Room **Fellowship Hall

Administrative Assistant Hours this Week:
Wednesday & Thursday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Pastor Carolyn's Contact Info.:
Parsonage Phone #: (507) 835-2535
Cell #: (870) 830-2180

E-mail: carolyn.doering7 @gmail.com




